$3.75 | JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2021

KANSAS

Wildlife & Parks Magazine




STATE OF KANSAS
Laura Kelly, Governor
David Toland, Lt. Governor

KDWPT COMMISSION
Gerald Lauber, Chairman
Gary Hayzlett
Aaron Rider

KDWPT ADMINISTRATION
Brad Loveless, Secretary
Mike Miller, Asst. Secretary
Jake George, Wildlife Director
Doug Nygren, Fisheries Director

Stuart Schrag, Public Lands Director

Bridgette Jobe, Tourism Director
Linda Lanterman, Parks Director

.'!

Wildlife & Parks Magazine

Nadia Reimer, Executive Editor
Jessica Ward, Managing Editor
Dustin Teasley, Print Manager

Megan Mayhew, Digjtal Content Specialist

VACANT, Law Enforcement Director Annie Swisher, Circulation

Jessica Mounts, Licensing/Ed. Director
Chris Tymeson, Chief Legal Counsel
Joy Duncan, Chief Fiscal Officer

Emerick Cross
Troy Sporer
Lauren Queal Sill
Warren Gfeller

Wildlife & Parks




FRONT COVER Sandhill cranes are one
of many species that mate for life.
David Seibel photo.

INSIDE FRONT COVER A female
blue-winged teal is drab in color
compared to its male counterpart
(right) during spring breeding season.
Danny Brown photo.

Contact the editor: nadia.reimer@ks.gov

Editorial Creed: To promote the conservation and
wise use of our natural resources, to instill an
understanding of our responsibilities to the land.

Kansas Wildlife & Parks Magazine (ISSN 0898-
6975) is published bimonthly (every other month)
by the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and
Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt, KS 67124.
Address editorial correspondence to Kansas
Wildlife & Parks Magazine, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,
KS 67124, (620) 672-5911. Send subscription
requests to Kansas Wildlife & Parks Magazine, 512 SE
25th Ave., Pratt, KS 67124. Subscription rate: one
year $13; two years $22; and three years $32.

Articles in the magazine may be reprinted with per-
mission. Periodical postage paid at Pratt, KS and
additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to Kansas Wildlife & Parks
Magazine, PO Box 16325, North Hollywood, CA 91615.

Equal opportunity to participate in and benefit from programs
described herein is available to all individuals without regard to
race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, sexual orientation,
gender identity, political affiliation, and military or veteran status.
Complaints of discrimination should be sent to Office of the
Secretary, Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism,
1020 S Kansas Ave., Topeka, KS 66612-1327.
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2021 Photo Issue:

As you flip through this issue, you may
notice many photographs consist of both a
male and female. Others feature a lone animal
attempting to attract the opposite sex — either
by posing in breeding plumage, doing a dance,
or singing a song.

Some species are looking for a seasonal
mate, while others seek a lifelong mate — like
the sandhill cranes pictured on the cover.

No matter the strategy, no matter for how
long, one thing is true for each of the species
shown in this special photo issue — they all
seek to reproduce.

Before we get into the subjects of each
image, I'd be remiss if I didn’t first
acknowledge the men and women “behind the
lens.” The extra time and effort our
photographers put into editing and formatting
their work is evident, especially with a theme
that lends itself to mostly hard-to-capture

images. A special “thank you” goes out to
those who submitted images for this year’s
photo issue, and who provide us stunning
images to accompany our stories throughout
the remainder of the year. None of this would
be possible without you!

Though unrelated to this year’s photo issue
theme, the back of this magazine features our
2020 Wild About Kansas photo contest
winners; I highly recommend you check them
out. These photographs — from professionals
and amateurs alike — were chosen out of a
record 609 entries and were judged on
sharpness, lighting, subject matter,
composition and creativity. They truly show
the best Kansas has to offer!

And with that, I hope you enjoy some of
Kansas” Wild Attractions.

Jessica Ward, managing editor
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About the Contest

The Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks
and Tourism's annual "Wild About Kansas"
photo contest showcases Kansas outdoors
through the lens of amateur and professional
photographers. Photographers may submit
photos in any of the following categories:

— Wildlife

— Other Species

— Landscapes

— Outdoor Recreation
— Hunting and Fishing

For more on Wild About Kansas, visit
ksoutdoors.com and click
“Publications,” then ““Wild About
Kansas’ Photo Contest.”
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Contest rules are as follows:

— Mailed entries and photos less than 1 MB
will NOT be accepted.

— Participants may enter only/up to three
(3) photos total for the contest, regardless of
categories.

— Each photo is judged on creativity,
composition, subject matter, lighting and
overall sharpness.

— The contest is open to residents and
non-residents, and there is no age limit.

— Photos must be the participants original
work and taken in the state of Kansas.

— Photos from participants under the age of
18 will be placed in a youth division; all
others will compete in the adult division.




2nd Place
Molly Browning
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1st Place
Jun Zuo

2nd Place st 3rd Place
Jeffrey Cole _ = Sean Tomlinson
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